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Changes to advising add to stressful time of year 


Etysia Duke 

Guest Writer 

UTM students arid faculty are 
preparing for various changes to 
the summer acid fall registration 
schedules. 

"Die changes are intended 
to improve students’ ability to 
complete their education in 
a timely manner and have a 
smooth experience while on 
campus. 

Among the changes is a new 
advising process that secs aside a 
week specifically tor registration 
for summer classes, followed by 
another week for registration for 
both summer and fall classes. 

UTM Registrar Martha 
Barnett proposed the regis [ration 
idea to the Academic Council. 
Barnett hopes the alterations 
will persuade more students to 
take summer classes, as well as 


expand the university’s summer 
programs. 

'"[We) need to bring greater 
prominence to our summer 
courses here and the importance 
of retaining our students here 
in Martin for summer,” Barnett 
said. 

Another new feature is 
the introduction of advisor 
evaluations. Once a student 
sees his or her advisor and lias 
the advising hold removed 
from their accounts, an 
advisor evaluation hold will 
automatically appear on their 
account. Students must then 
evaluate their advisors before 
they can register for classes. 
Ute evaluations also contain 
open-ended questions for any 
additional feedback that the 
student might have. 

Dr. Jerald Ogg, Provost and 
Vice Chancellor for Academic 


Affairs, said that the goal of 
the advisor evaluations is to 
address the need for consistency 
in advisog programs across 
campus. 

“The LIT system is looking at 
advising based on the Board of 
Trustees’ initiative, and actually 
sent at] auditor in two tears ago 
to look at our advising,” Ogg 
said, ''ll became clear to us that 
while we can say that we have 
good advising ... this way we’ll 
be able to collect some data we 
can deal with them through 
workshops and training." 

Dr. Janet Wilbert, Interim 
Director of Student Success 
Center, has also made changes 
to the “Soar in Four” tuition 
model that began in fall 2016 
that are intended to boost the 
morale of academic advising on 
campus. 

“We have very many faculty 


who are wonderful advisors 
on this campus, and they 
care about our students,” said 
Wilbert. “They are very [good] 
at helping them, progressed at 
helping them get their degrees, 
finding good career paths, 
[taking] them to conferences, 
and [gelling] them involved in 
student research." 

Williert said that part of the 
new model includes the hiring 
of three new Success Counselors 
in the Student Success Center, 
primarily (or helping freshmen 
receive the help and resources 
they need for success. 

“Freshmen have many other 
obstacles than what the regular 
upper classmen do not have,and 
they don’t know who to ask if 
they do not like their roommate, 
or who to talk to if they run out 
of money on their food card,” 
Wilbert said. 


Wilbert also said that the 
“Soar in Four” initiative would 
also address areas such as 
blocks in scheduling in classes 
that students need in their 
first two years of college. One 
example given was the potential 
hiring of more faculty to teach 
Communications 23£> (Public 
Speaking) classes, allowing 
mote freshmen and sophomores 
to easily register for that class. 

Wilbert hopes that the “Soar 
in Four " model will help to 
evolve into better advising across 
campus, more opportunities 
across campus and more 
assistance for different academic 
departments in advising. 

Early registration for Summer 
2Ql7 classes begins on March 
20, and earh registration for Fall 
2017 classes begins the week of 
March 27. 
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Viewpoints 


-EDITORIAL- 

‘Women’s solidarity’ extends across the world 

family- plan n i n g resources. 

A n unfortunate 1 in 3 women 


March is National Women's 
History Month, and for many, 
die idea of l 'woollen's solidarity 1 " is 
a lai-reaehiivg subject. 

With a newly-elected president 
who lias previously made startling 
comments about women, it is 
important now more than ever 
to recognize die importance of 
women and to stand as one in 
favor of women's rights. 

In tlie days following die 
presidents inauguiatiar^ coundes 
protesters marched in cities around 
die world in support of women’s 
rights in die face of perceived 
opposition. The protesters were 
marching ibr more dian just 


themselves, however. They were 
speaking out about die plight of 
women across the world. 

In many countries around 
the world, the gender gap 
is even wider than it is in 
the United States. Issues 
such as a Lack of education , 
sea trafficking, and poverty 
are faced by women every 
single day across the globe. 
According to globalcitizeii. 
org, 31 million school-aged 
girls were not given access 
to education. Moreover, 74 
million unplanned pregnancies 
and 36 million abortions occur 
every year due to a lack of 


will face some form of sexual 
violence in their lifetime. 

Even at home, the situation 
for women is somewhat 
lacking. According to a study 
by die American Association of 
University' Women (AAUW), 
on average, women were paid 
approximately SO percent of 
what men were paid in 2015. In 
addition, while womens healrh 
issues such as abortion have been 
protected by Supreme Court 
decisions, die stigma of taking 
advantage of facilities designed to 
cater to said issues is still present 


m many areas. 

Along with this includes the 
lack of progress in maternity 
leave, with developed countries 
having more than two months of 
paid leave but die United States 
only having 12 months of unpaid 
leave, according to the Center for 
Economic and Policy Research 
model from 2008. 

Understanding the importance 
of women is vital to national 
unity. Until die gender gap is 
completely closed and both sexes 
can live on ecjual terms, people 
will continue to come together 
to protest in favor of women's 
rights. 
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l want to alert you to what I 
believe is an important event 
going on at die University 
of Tennessee at Martin: the 
search for a Vice Chancellor 
for Academic .Affairs (VCAA). 
To many this may seem of little 
concern hut 1 want to insist 
that the selection of a VCAA 
has the greatest ramifications 
for academic life at UTM and 
tlius for the culture of West 
Tennessee. 

1 susfieei that we will be able 
to throw most of the leading 
candidates for the position into 
a box labeled “more of the same." 
Unfortunately; we cannot afford, 
on diis campus, nr in West 
Tennessee, “more of the same" 
because business as usual can 


only produce the same crippling 
economic, cultural, and spirirual 
climate in which we live right 
now, can only intensify the crisis 
we find ourselves in. 


1 know I make a bold claim 
here - that an academic 
position that most students and 
community members are not 
even aware of- the VCAA - can 
have such an outsize influence 
not only on the campus but in 


our entire region. Nevertheless, 
education plays so fundamental 
a role in a society that whatever 
mission leading educators 
determine to follow shapes die 
whole of our society. If, as is 
increasingly true today, leading 
educators see “education" 
principally as a means of fitting 
young people into an existing 
social order, then we will shape 
millions of young people into 
unquestioning and obedient 
men and women, people who 
will live out their lives in pursuit 
of dollars that most of them 
will never have enough of Hie 
proof? Look at the society in 
which we live. 

But a different vision of 
education is possible, a vision 
that sees education as a means 
to a much higher end, a vision 
that centers on helping us all 
understand the meaning and 
beauty and power of our ties. 

Here is where the importance 
of the VCAA lies. Tire “more 
of the same" VCAA will 
carry out the same tired, and 
spiritually deadening assembly 
line education that lias become 
die rule in American society 
today. In contrast, wo need our 
VCAA to lead in creating a 
genuine culture of learning on 
the UTM campus. We predicate 


diis culture of learning on the 
truth that the real function of 
all education, higher education 
in particular, is to facilitate the 
growth of self-aware human 
beings, people who understand 
who tliev are. and what their 
relation is to society, to the world, 
and to the universe. 

Currently, this positive 
vision oi education is under 
all-out assault. We see die 
product of diis assault on k-12 
education every day in our 
classrooms where the billionaire 
foundation-funded-focus on a 
Common Core and on teaching 
to die test has largely succeeded 
in crushing almost all student 
curiosity. Far too many of our 
students sit in math, science, 
and humanities classes simply 
because these classes are hoops 
to he jumped through. We 
see this assault, too, in higher 
education, on multiple levels: in 
die ever-rising cost of tuition, 
which makes it mandatory for 
students to focus in on career 
paths, go deeply into debt, and 
work long hours each week to 
help pai for their education, 
making real study and real 
thought difficult to impossible. 
We see it in die arguments for 
higher education as die means 
to make us “competitive” in 


the globalized economy of the 
twenty-first century. We see 
it, most recently on the UTM 
campus, in the frenzy and fear 
generated around die need to 
create a “culture of assessment." 


The danger of this assault, 
the danger of throwing out 
into society each year tens of 
tliousaiids of students unable 
to understand themselves or 
tlieai place in society, die threat 
posed by this assault is a threat to 
democratic Me itself We cannot 


I rave a democracy if .ill we are 
doing is training our students to 
jump through hoops. 

Hie VCAA must be our 
champion — must create a culture 
of learning on this campus 
which attracts young people tn 
UTM not because they believe 
that they will get a better job 
for coming here, but will come 
here because they know that in 
coming here they will become 
better, more thoughtful, more 
compassionate human beings, 
human beings capable of being 
good, responsible citizens nf their 
communities aod their country. 

We don’t need an administrator. 


We need a passionate Leader who 
will bring intellectual vitality 
and a love of trud] and beauty 
to this institution, and to West 
Tennessee as a whole. 


The line between constructive criticism and judgment with weight 


Jfllianne Moncrief 

Staff Writer 

People come tn every shape 
and size possible and everyone is 
made differently. 

Some people are overweight, 
and odiers are what magazines 
call perfect. But who is to tell 
what is beautiful and what is 
ugh? Who is to understand that 
big can not be beautiful and 
that curvy means too much of a 
woman? More so T why is it a big 
problem it someone is a bigger 
size than you? He or she is still 
a person who deserve* the same 
respect that you deserve. 


Everyone judges everyone. 
Even if you are die nicest person 
in the world, you are guilty of 
passing judgment. Judgment is 
not a big deal if you can keep it 
to yourself When your mouth 
starts spewing sentences like, 
“Eat a cheeseburger," (for the 
underweight people) or, “You are 
too fat to wear shorts like that," 
(for the overweight people), that 
is tearing the oilier person down. 

That is called being a bully. 
Hiat is not cool. Do not think 
that just because someone wears 
a bigger pant size than you dial 
they are not a human. They are. 
They deserve all the human rights 
which include being able to fed 


good in their own skin. You do 
not have to tell everyone what you 
are thinking about all die time. If 
you think a judgmental dioughi 
about someone, it would be best 
to keep it to yourself. You should 
not judge someone if you do not 
know what the person’s life is like. 

The only way you could 
constructively criticize an 
overweight person is if you 
knew Ids nr her entire story. 
On one band, some overweight 
people have a medical condition 
causing them to be diat weight 
or dieii weight could be a result 
of medication they have been 
prescribed. 

On die other hand, there are 


some overweight people who 
are overweight solely based oo 
the food they have eaten and the 
exercise routine they have chosen. 
However, you should only give 
your opinion to him or her if she 
or he asks for it. If not asked, do 
not [ell. You have no right to ruin 
someone's day just because you do 
not diink lie or she should wear a 
certain article of clothing. 

People deserve to be loved. 
Whether they have a fat, skinny, 
curvy, or straight body type, 
everyone deserves to be happy 
in their own skin. Do not be 
the person who ruins the day of 
another who has found liappines-s 
in diemselves. 
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Viewpoints 




Why comedians are more trusted in news 


COLUMN - 

AB C’s The Bachelor and The 
Bachelorette are still kicking 


Justtn Glover 

Executive Editor 

Much has been nude in recent 
years of ihe phenomenon of the 
“comedy news show” format. 

Several allows, such as the 
long-running Daily Show and 
Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver, have become non- 
iraditional hits* and the careers 
of comedians such as Jon Stewart 
and Stephen Colbert have been 
built primarily on their tenures 
as hosts of these comedy news 
allows. 

The he shows often present 
themselves in the manner of 
a standard, news commentary 
show (such, as The O'Reilly Fatter 
or 7 he Rachel Meidehw Show) and 
take a satirical, sarcastic view of 
current events around the world, 
from American politics to global 
relations. Some, such as Last 
Week Tonight, often dedicate 
entire segments spotlighting a 
specific phenomenon or issue in 
modern society, such as student 
loans, standardized testing, and 
so on. 

All well and good, except 
for the fact that for some 
Americans, these shows are the 
most reliable source of news 
available to them. In 2014, the 
Pew Research Centei icleased 
a study revealing that males age 
IS to 29 were more likely to 
trust Colbert’s former Corned v 


Central program. The Colbert 
Report^ for political news. 
Likewise, in the same year, 
the Annenberg Public Policy 
Center found that viewers of 
the Report were better informed 
abut ihe role of political action 
committees (PACs) in the 
2012 election than those who 
preferred other sources of media. 

Despite their role as purveyors 
of information, several, such as 
John Oliver, adamantly consider 
themselves comedians first* 
rather than journalists. 

“I’ve never felt like a journalist, 
[but] I've dressed like one*" 
Oliver said in a 2015 interview 
with Canadian newspaper The 
National Post. "No, I foel like a 
eontedian. A journalist has to be 
entirely credible and fact-based; 
1 choose to be. " 

The fact remains that 
whether they claim themselves 
to be or not, these people 
are, in some form oi another* 
journalists. They may present 
the news as something to make 
light of, but they still provide 
their viewers (in many cases) 
the unadulterated facts of a 
situation* warts and all. 

Hie question remains,however: 
why are they so trusted? 

It is possible that the reason 
for their comparatively high 
regard io the media is the fact 
that they make no secret about 
being opinionated. While the 


mainstream media is often 
accused ol hiding bias one wav 
or another wliile trying to be at 
least nominally impartial, die 
likes of Colbert and Oliver haw 
no such obligation to traditional 
journalistic standards Instead, 
they are free to offer their own* 
mostly unfiliered opinions on 
topics, rather than luting to 
couch it in false neutrality as 
some believe tire media does. 

Aoorher possible suspect is 
the ever-present specter of “fake 
news.” With more and more 
Americans becoming aware of 
sites that provide false or heavily 
manipulated information for the 
sole purpose of game ring views, 
people are turning to sources 
where diey know they will 
receive die actual facts, even if 
in a decidedly non-sen ou.h light. 
With the internet becoming 
filled with misleading sites and 
articles, viewers may feel more 
comfortable trusting people who 
*ire at least honest about tlieir 
bias. 

Whatever die reason, it is dear 
that the phenomenon of comedy 
journalism is not going anywhere 
anytime soon, especially with 
a newly inaugurated presides Lt 
whose penchant for rambling 
is exceeded only by his hair- 
irigger temper. If nothing else, 
Oliver and company will nor be 
running out of material for the 
foreseeable future. 


Kristina Shaw 

,Managing factor 

Season 21 ot The Bachelor esicted 
Monday night when Nick VialJ 
banded out die final rose and 
proposed to contestant Vanessa 
Grimaldi. She accepted his 
proposal* and the two rode of! into 
the proverbial sunset togetlier. 

Thai is, at least, vdiat die 
production team of die ABC 
show want us to think. Yet after 21 
seasons of The Bachelor'll^ 12 ot The 
Bcuhe/orette tilled with scandals and 
drama, publicity stunts, interesting 
characters, and sickening PDA r we 
as an audience know better. 

However, that does not keep us 
from tuning in. According to The 
HnRjngfon Tbst, die show averaged 
S million viewers per episode in 
2015, and variety.com noted dial 
die show ranked fourth among 
broadcast series widi advertisers 
seeking to reach adults age IS to 49 
widi income of Si(XI,000 or mote 
in 2016.Tlie grand question hem Ls r 
"Why?" 

From a realistic standpoint* many 
dung* seem fundamentally wrong 
with die shows, starting with the 
math. The normal time frame for 
filming for die shows lias varied 
over die years, but largely falls 
between six to nine mouths. Since 
it is sell* branded as an avenue to 
true love and marriage, this means 
diat die person in question lias six 
to nine months to decide if they 
want to spend die rest of their lilt 
with one of die ]nany contestants. 

Tliis also means dial odier parts 
of the process Lire Sped Up, □ tdudirg 
meeting one another's parents. This 
usually conies down to die list diree 
to four lemrimr^ candidates. 

AD in all, it is no wonder dial 
only a few couples diat meet on die 
show actually stay together. Only 
seven couples that married dim ugh 


die show are still husband and wife, 
and only four odier couples are still 
together, though not married. 

Hie shows can aim be perceived 
poorly on ediical grounds. In both 
settings, a large group of either 
men or women live under one roof 
and all vie for the attention of one 
member of the ojjposite sex. Tiis 
partner sliaring is tfojecdfyiiig to 
bodi die men and women invoked, 
and cast be very in ap pr op riate, 

Hiese details aside, tlieie can lie 
no deriving dial The Bachelor .md 
The Bachelorette make "good" l \. 
They have die making of a good 
reality TV show and can Ire just as 
addicrii -g as d iar junk food dial we 
eat ever i tltough wc lo a m its bad for 
us. You have tour large personal ties 
like Coni ine Olympic®, a 24 year 
old business owner from Miami, 
Florida, wlm was known for 
3living a nanny and an obsession 
with cheese pasia from season 21 
of The Bachelor and Ash lev Salter 
liom season 19, who would wander 
around inteiTuptirlg interviews 
and, in one instance, mistxik a 
pomegranate for an onion. You also 
get plenty of drama and scandals. 
\Ves Hayden appeared on season 
five Od Tv Bachelorette arid was sent 
packing wlien lie lei it slip dial lie 
had a girlfriend back home. Wes 
was also accused of coming on die 
show to promote Ids music. 

In isj.ri.te of it all. die shows have 
stayed popular and have liad several 
spin-off shows. Tiee include 
Betchelor in Paradise* Bachelor in 
Itmsiiisc: After Paradise arid Bachelor 

Fhd 

Whether die establishment’s 
success can be axiributed to our 
attraction to “good” TV or io a 
fairy tale phenomenon* it is hard 
not to mil your eyes at a present- 
day mention of die dating game 
show. 
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News 


Political 

Recap: 

March 


(0 Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions 
recuses himself from 
Russian probes, 

W President 
Trump tweets 
suspicions ol a 
wiretap from Obama 
administration. 

GOP proposes 
American Health 
Care Act to replace 
Affordable Care Act. 

7 th North Korea 
and Malaysia suffer 
through hostage 
relations following 
Kim Jong Nam’s 
death allegations. 

9 th “Day Without 
a Woman” strikes 
occur across the 
world, 

I0 -1 Park Geun- 
hye. South Korean 
president is formally 
removed from office. 

ff fft US Attorney 
Preet Bharara 
announces he has 
been fired, 

1 3 th Iraq is removed 
trom Trump’s travel 
ban. The ban is later 
blocked by a federal 
judge in Hawaii, 

^ Theresa May 
triggers Article 50 
causing “Brexit to 
clear Parliament. 

t5 tk President 
Trump visits 
Nashville to honor 
Andrew Jackson and 
host a rally. 


RecycleMania encourages campus recycling 


Kristina Show 

Managing Editor 

UTM is currently 
participating in a recycling 
event involving universities 
across North America as well 
as overseas in an attempt to 
promote better recycling habits. 

UTM Re c v cle M an i a 

Tournament facilitators 

and organizers, Dr. Heidi 
Huse, associate professor of 
English, and Dr. Angelina 
MacKewn, associate professor 
of Psychology hope to place 
among the top 25 universities 
this year in the annual recycling 
contest. 

UTM lias participated in 
RecycleMania since 2010, and 
has placed as high as 25 th in 
2013 with 57.29% and 2015 
with 50.68% recycling per 
capi ta. 

“We can take pride in the 
fact that we do a good job of 
recycling on a daily basis and do 
well in this competition, even if 
we don’t advertise it enough,” 


H use said. 

The event began as a friendly 
competition between Ohio 
Univers ity arid Mi ami U n iversity 
in 2001. RecvdeMani a has 
since continued as a way to 
encourage recycling and proper 
waste reduction among higher 
Learning institutions. Though 
institutions from the United 
States and Canada are the 
primary competitors, global 
institutions are also invited to 
participate. There is no entrance 
or participation fee. 

Weekly data from campus 
trash and recycling, calculated 
by weight and campus 
population, is categorized by 
competition. These include 
Diversion, the Per Capita 
Classic, Total Recycling, Waste 
Minimization, paper, bottles 
and cans, corrugated cardboard 
and food organics. There 
are also one-time reporting 
categories which, .ire GameDay 
Basketball, “E-eycieMania" 
a] id the “Race to Zero Waste" 
building competitions. 

Schools that win any category 


get bragging rights and are 
aide to keep a trophy made of 
recycled materials for a year. 

Tie event spans over the 
course of eight weeks and 
ends April L Participating 
institutions are allowed a two 
week practice period to organize 
their effort and communicate 
with those involved. 


During this time, MacKewn 
contacts Mike Davis. Recycle 
Center coordinator and 
Custodial Manager. Davis 
calculates the weight of the 
trash and recycling. Because 
the campus recycling center is 
also open to the community, he 
dirides the raw numbers from 
these calculations by two. 

“We're non-profit, so it’s not 
about making money, it r s the 
principle ol doing die right 
thing,” Davis said. “It’s aU about 
education. This trash is going 
somewhere.’’ 


Tie facility accepts paper, 
cardboard,, numbers one and 
two plastics* cans and some 
electronics. It is not currently 
collecting glass* however, 


due to lack of workers and 
transportation. 

Huse and MacKewn 
encourage participants to rinse 
out their containers before 
recycling. 

Both women are members 
of die faculty and staff group, 
UTM, Recycles* which got 
UTM involved in RecycleMania 
in 2010. 

“For every can that you pick 
up* you’re going to save three 
hours of electricity as if you 
take a virgin material to make 
that can," said MacKewn* 
who grew up recycling on a 
farm in Canada and funded 
her undergraduate studies by 
collecting hordes and cans. 
“To me it makes mathematical 
sense, it makes financial sense, 
it makes environmental sense. 
Of all of tire things we can talk 
about in terms of sustainability, 
recycling to me is just a nn 
brainer." 

To learn more about 
RecycleMania and check 
the rankings* visit http:// 
recycle maniacs .org/. 


Bixto discuss women in engineering 



In her book* ISU’s Amy BIx looks at “the obstacles women have faced to gain 
acceptance to engineering programs. fPhofo Credit/ Iowa State University 


University Relations 

Dr. Amy Bix, associate 
professor of History at Iowa 
State University, will visit UTM 
March 23 as pan of the spring 
2017 Academic Speaker Series. 

Bix will give a presentation 
on “Girls Coming in Tech; 
A History of American 
Engineering Education for 
Women” beginning at 6 p.m. in 
the Boling University Center’s 
Wat kins Auditorium. 

Bus* who also serves as director 
of Iowa State University’s 
Center for Historical Studies 
of Technology and Science* 
holds a doctorate in the history 
of science from Johns Hopkins 
University. She has been with 
I5U since 1993 where she 
teaches courses in women’s 
history and the histories of 
technology, medicine* popular 
culture and women in science, 
among other topics. 

She won the Betty Vetter 
Award for Research from 
the Women in Engineering 


Pro Active Network in 2014 
for notable achievement in 
research related to women in 
the engineering profession.That 
same year, she also published her 
most recent book, which shares 


the tide of her presentation* 
through MIT Press. 

Her presentation is free and 
open to the public. The annual 
Academic Speaker Series is 
sponsored by UTM Honors 


Programs. 

For more information, contact 
Dr. Lionel Crews, director of 
UTM Honors Programs, at 
lcrews@utm.edu. 


Holiday break-ins cause concern 


Justin Lagace 

Web Fdrfor 

Students not in the habit of 
locking their car doors might 
want to begin doing so. 

Since the beginning of March* 
the Department of Public 
Safety has received four reports 
of car burglaries. Tiree of diese 
have occurred since the end of 
Spring Break, according to Lr. 
Jerry Garcia of the Department 
of Public Safety. 

Of die four car robberies, die 


car’s doors were locked in only 
one case. Victims found their 
cars undamaged with signs of 
rummaging. 

Garcia said tliat a possible 
motive for the robberies would 
be to find valuable goods 
that can lie sold for profit. He 
also said that the burglaries 
Iiave not been isolated to the 
UTM campus, with similar car 
burglaries being reported in 
different areas of town. Among 
the items stolen on campus were 
a wristwatch* tools from a tool 


set* a fishing pole and a phone 
charger. 

The most effective thing 
students can do to prevent a 
car burglary is to keep their 
car doors locked and to avoid 
leaving valuable items in cars 
when possible. If valuable items 
are kept in the car, they should 
be nut of sight, preferably in 
the center console or glnve 
compartment Tie Department 
of Public Safety also suggests 
making a detailed list of items 
that are kept in the car with 


specific descriptions of each 
item, including serial numbers 
for items that have them. In 
addition* writing an identifiable 
mark on possessions, such as 
one’s initials or their full name, 
are also helpful in identifying 
any goods that may be stolen. 

The Department of Public 
Safety is still taking precautions 
by having uniformed and plain 
clothed officers monitoring the 
parking areas across campus.Tie 
investigation remains ongoing. 
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News 

Facebook helps spread word of local Little Free Pantry 



Kristma Shaw 

.Managing heritor 

A Little Free Pantry located 
on Clearwater St. in Martin, 
Tennessee, has continued to 
assist community members in 
need since it was advertised 
on Facebook acid opened on 
Feb. 26, bv Lisa, 53, and Tony 
Griffin, 51. 

"Hie two red structures, located 
behind Martin Elementary' 
School, are filled with free 
items for the community. One 
cO] l tains non-perishable, non- 
expired food items as well 
as personal care and hygiene 
items; the other is filled with 
pet products. A suggestion 
note pad is included inside, and 
a solar powered lamp sits atop 
for those who come at night. 
The pantries are monitored by 
video camera and checked by 
the Griffins several times during 
the day. 

A note on the front of the 
boxes, explaining the cnncept r 
reads, “If in need, take indeed. 
If you’re blessed please give for 
the rest." "Those tliai do take 
any of the free items are asked 
to replace them with their own 
contribution in exchange, if 
they are able to do so. There 
is no application, necessary 
qualification or other stipulation 
to participate, and the pantry 
is available 24/7. Community 
members are also invited to add 
items to the pantry. 

“I've lived here all my life and 
I just wanted to contribute to 
the community, 77 Lisa said. 

She published a Facebook 
page on opening day to help 
spread the word. Within 
roughly three hours of creating 
the page, the first person visited 
the community cupboard. Tie 
page also served as a source 
of information for interested 


donors, such as Dresden 
resident Karen Norris. 

Norris, 46, clips coupons 
every week, and what she does 
not use, she donates to local 
charities such as Santa's Helpe rs, 
women’s shelters and die Little 
Free Pantry. 


had hard times fall upon me 
when I had lung cancer/ 7 said 
Norris, whom doctors initially 
gave six months to live and has 
been cancer free since 2012. 11 ... 
I guess this is my way of giving 
back." 


More donations continued to 
pour in, and the Griffins chcnow 
have a tote to store excess items. 
In less than a week, these 
donations replaced most of 
the products initially provided 
by Lisa and Tony to stock the 
pantry. For this reason, they 
also decided to make the second 
cabinet larger. The original now 
houses the pet care products, 
as suggested by a community 
member. 

Through the social media 
platform, she has also been 
contacted by individuals from 
neighboring Tennessee towns 
of Sharon, Jackson, Kenton, 
Trenton and Clinton, Kentucky, 
about how to start a Little pantry 
in their communities. 

“Tie community support has 
been amazing, Lisa said, who 
plans to add produce grown 
from her personal garden to the 
stock in the summer. 

Lisa approached her husband 
about building the cupboard 
after she saw a newscast about 
a Free Little Pantry started by 
Jessica McClard in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, in May 2016. 


At left ; Lisa stops far □ 
picutre with the new 
pantry and the original., 
now turned into □ supply 
house for pet care items. 
| Photo Credit/Lisa Griffin 

Bottom left; Lisa and 
Tony stand with their 
Original pantry. (Pacer 
Photo/Kristina Shaw 


Tt just inspired me to do 
this because we go to big dties 
like Nashville, or Adanta or 
Colorado Springs, and you see 
homeless people all the lime 
at red lights," Lisa said. “I 
just didn't want anyone in our 
community to do without.” 

In mid-2016, she talked 
about it again and was 
promised a structure after 
Christmas. Building materials, 
surveillance equipment and 
food were furnished by the 
couple, who are employed by 
St. John's Community Services. 
Daughter Courtney, 29, and 
granddaughter Selena, 9, also 
help to stock. 

In her spare time, Lisa also 
volunteers once a month for 
the Weakley County Backpack 
Association packing tood [or 
children in need to eat on the 
weekends. This recognized need 
was part of the decision to place 
the pantry near die school. 

To learn more about the 
pantry or how to contribute, 
visit Tie Little Free Pantry- 
Martin on Facebook. 


Former chancellor Tom Rakes to retire Aug. 1 


University Relations 

Dr. Tom Rakes, UTM 
chancellor from July 1, 2007, 
until May 31, 2015, is retiring 
from his teaching ^lositiou at the 
university effective Aug. 1,2017. 

He returned to the Educational 
Studies faculty following his 
service as chancellor. 

During his long career In 
higher education. Rakes held 


various administrative positions 
during liis 23-year tenure at the 
University of .Memphis through 
1995. He came to UTM in 
2002 from die University of 
Louisiana a[ Monroe where he 
was provost and vice president 
tor academic affairs and interim 
president. 

Rakes was originally 
appointed UTM vice chancellor 
for Academic Affairs and 


professor of Educational 
Studies. He was named the 
university's provost in 2005 and 
elected the university’s ninth 
chancellor two years later by the 
UT Board ofTrustees. 

Milestones during Rakes' 
service included the university’s 
highest-ever enrollment of 
8,469 students in fall 2010, 
the opening of a new Student 
Recreation Center during 


that same year, opening of the 
expanded Line .Arts Building 
in 2013, and a major renovation 
and remodeling of the 
university’s dining facilities and 
bookstore that reopened in hill 
2014 in the University Center. 

Expansions were also 
completed at UTM centers in 
Parsons, Ripley, arid Selmer. A 
new Jackson Center location 
opened in fall 2011. 



You’re Invited! 

To worship with Trinity Presbyterian Church 

t Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.; fellowship hour following 
1 145 Hannings Lane (next to University Village) 
t 731-587-9718 

t Email: trinitvpresb@irontiernet.net 
t Online: www.trinitypresbmartin.org 
+ Facebook: Trinity Presbyterian Martin 



f U S ^ 



A place to grow in Christian 
discipieship and service 
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Arts & Entertainment _ 


Now’s the time to spring into music festival season 


Laura Crosse If 

A&E Editor 

Festival season is aiready iit 
full swing, but sometimes ii 
can feel inaccessible lg college 
students, who do not always 
have a lot of time or money to 
spend on traveling. 

With gas prices lower than 
we have seen in years, driving 
to festivals is finally becoming a 
viable option for entertainment. 
This is especially refreshing for 
college students who do not 
live in big cities. Despite living 
in a “smaLT college town, ihere 
are still plenty of choices for 
upcoming live entertainment 
within approximately three 
hours of driving distance for 
Skyhawks this spring. 

If you are a music fan and 
looking for some quality 
barbecue, the Blues Hog BBQ_ 
and Music Festival should lie 
your first stop. March 31 and 
April 1 will both have upcoming 
live acts playing, from Jackson 
natives Skeleton Krew to 
Florida's Stump Water, If that is 
not enticing enough, there is a 


barbecue competition, complete 
with public sampling of each 
contestant’s goods. Tracks will 
be peddling comfort foods and 
fresh squeezed lemonade. 

In late April, Rites of Spring 
kicks off late April with 
performances by big names from 
The Shins to Rae Sremmurd. 
The two day festival begins the 
21 on the Vanderbilt University 
campus lawn. Friday’s lineup 
features The Shins, St. Lucia, 
JOHNNYSWIM, and the 
winner of Nashville’s Battle 
of the Bands. Saturday ushers 
in Rae Stemmucd, Ty Dolla 
Sign, Amine, and the Dance 
Marathon Dj Winner 
ROMA RIO, 

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring small lawn chairs (I ft tall 
or less), Or blankets TO spread out 
on die grass. Tickets are on sale 
now, tor 145 for both days, or 
£40 !br one. If you're looking to 
spend the night, a list of hotels 
can tie found on the festival’s 
website at httpsV/studeotorg. 
vanderhilt.edu/ ros/schedule/. 

If die “Music City 1 ’ is not 
striking a chord with you, 


the legendary Beale Street 
Music Festival is bound to 
have an appealing act. As a 
part of the larger Memphis 
in May International Festival, 
crowds of people from diverse 
backgrounds will come together 
May 5 - 7 to enjoy the extensive 
musical lineup on the stages in 
Tom Lee Park. 

A full schedule for die 
event can he found on die 
memp3iisiniiiay.org website,but 
a few of tbe many acts include 
Kings of Leon, Snoop Dogg, 
Dearh Cab for Cutie, the X 
Ambassadors and Wiz Khalifa. 
A three-day pass will run SI 15, 
while single day tickets will cost 
550 each. 

With spring in bloom the 
promise of adventure and fun is 
in the air. For a college student 
just wiping oil’ die sweat of 
midterms, a little relaxation 
could freshen up your mind for 
die rest of the semester without 
breaking the bank. If you’re a 
Sky hawk on a tight budget, this 
spring is die perfect opportunity 
to give traveling to a nearby big 
city music festival a try. 



Photo crsdil/btjestiog bbaandmusiel&sl .com 
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‘A tale as old as time’: retold with a twist 


Kristina Shaw 

Managing Editor 

Hie new adaptation of Hie 
Beauty and the Beast, set to 
air Friday, March 17 is already 
predicted to break many of the 
traditional Disney stereotypes. 

While Belle’s character 
is portrayed as a strong, 
independent and free thinking 
young lady, actress Emma 
Watson lias taken her role as 
the brunette beauty to a whole 
new level. Watson adds a new 
dimension of what it means 
to be a Disney princess with a 


Nile Lite Theater Group 
Trenton, Tennessee 

Featuring ITO toKy and staff members 
Brian Johnson, Mike Sudzum and Ed Wfteefer 

7 p.m, Friday; March 17 
2 p.m. Saturday, March 18 
2 p.m. Sunday, March 19 
7 p.m. Friday, March 24 
7 p.m. Saturday. March 25 
2 p.m. Sunday, March 26 

More info and to buy tickets: www.nite-litetheatre.org 




seose of self 

Hie viewer meets a stronger 
princess, who, not unlike the 
protagonist of die 1990’s 
animated feature. feels 
d is connected from her quiet, 
little town and distinctly out of 
place. While there may be .1 lot 
of similarities between modern 
and past Belle, in this remake. 
Belle is an inventor and her 
father, Maurice, played by actor 
Kevin Kline, makes music boxes. 

“It’s not a massive 
reimcTpretat ion, "said Jacqueline 
Durian, the movie’s costume 
designer, in an interview with 
USA Today. “She was always 


bookish, always engaged. But 
1 think that’s moved forward. 
She's more of an active heroine 
than she ever was before.” 

Part of this princess reshaping 
was done through her wardrobe. 
Outran also told USA Today 
that Watson wished to portray 
an active princess, which meant 
leaving nut the constricting 
wardrobe, including the corset. 

During an interview with 
Entertainment Weekly, Watson 
expressed her contusion about 
never knowing more about why 
Belle did not fit in r other than 
her love for books. Her love of 
books takes die front seat in 


this retelling; a backstory was 
created for the heroine in which 
she created a rudimentary 
washing machine. 

Another point of 
dillerentiaiion, and even public 
outcry, concerns the character 
af LeFou. The shadow of villain 


Gaston, LeFou appears to be 
the first openly gay cliaracter in 
a Disney movie. 

At a Beverly Hills press 
conference, director B iU Condon 
confirmed these rumors. 


“And in a very Disney way, 
we are including everybody," 
Condon said about the decision 
for LeFou’s character. “I think 


this is for everybody, and on the 
screen we’ll see everybody. Acid 
that was important to me." 

LeFou is being played by actor 
josh Gad,36, while Luke Evans, 
37, is filling the role of Gaston. 
Public outcry has ensued and 
some theaters, like die Henagar 
Drive-In theater in Alabama, 
have promised not to play the 
film. 

Even before Emma Watson 
has taken die silver screen as 
Belle, die buzz it has generated 
is already taking an “adventure 
in die great wide somewhere”. 



Creative Corner 


The spotlight for 
student artists 


My studio work is 
made up of a collage of 
elements interacting with 
each other on various 
levels. The compositions 
are representative of 
scenes of disorder 
inspired by sociopolitical 
chaos. The thought 
processes in society 
and the conflicts that 
arise are the basis for 
turning observations 
about events into semi- 
abstract pieces that 
reflect questions about 
the world.” 

- Rachel Melton 


"Queue of Virol Threats "Rachel Melton 
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From left to 
right: Macy 
Catlett, Sarah 
Shaw, Hannah 
Phillips* Jemima 
Idemudla Hay ley 
Gray, Rachel 
Noffsinger, Macy 
Re^gelsperger, 
and Kelly Lean, 
| Photo Credit/ 
Sports Information 



UTM beach volleyball opens season 


Matt Herod 

Sports Editor 

"Die Skyhucwk women's beach 
volleyball team will have cheir 
inaugural matches in Frunklin, 
Tennessee, on March 17-1S. 

Interim Athletic Director 
Kevin McMillan announced 
the addition of beach volleyball 
to the UTM sports program on 
August 8 of last year, and now 
cheir inaugural season is about to 
begin.On Friday,the team begins 
play against Central Arkansas 
at 12:30 p.m. and at 5:30 p.m. 
against Carson-Newman. Then 


Matt Herod 

Sports Editor 

Every March, college hoops is 
all that any sports fair can think 
about. It is a craze that is not 
easily explained, but when it is 
time for the NBA playoffs the 
same enthusiasm is not there. 

Why is this? "Flie NBA is die 
step u.p from cite NCAA. The 
players are professionals, and 
the money is certainly b igger. So 
why aren't the lights fust as big? 

Part of the answer to that 
question is that the NBA is far 
more predictable. A person can 
fairly accurately predict who the 
Final Four NBA teams at die 
end of die playoffs will be. For 
example, this year one might 
say the Warriors and die Spurs 
will face off in the West and 
die Cavaliers and the Raptors, 
Wizards or Celtics will face off 
in the East. 

Who the Cavs will play in die 
Eastern Conference Finals seems 
to end up being die biggest toss 
up in recent years. Tins npens 
die dooi for “■bandwagon” fans 
to jump on board for one of 
diese few teams, because diey 
can be pretty sure the ride will 
last at least until the Conference 


on Saturday,March IS. they will 
face Missouri Baptist at 2 p.m. 
and Austin Peay at 6 p.m. 

Hie team will be led by head 
coach Jadynn Yocum, who 
is also the head coach of the 
indoor volleyball team, and 
assistant coach Julia Noe. The 
roster features a nine-woman 
lineup, eight of whom played on 
the indoor voilevball team in the 
fall. 

Unlike indoor volleyball's 6v6 
style of play, beach volleyball 
consists of 2v2 competition, us 
well as a smaller playing area. 
The matches will lie played in a 
best-of-t hree format, meaning 


Finals. In college, there are 
bandwagon fans as well, but it 
is harder to be a bandwagon fan 
when it is far less consistent who 
wins; therefore, fans tend to pick 
a team and stick to them and in 
turn are often more passionate 
towards die team. 

Another possible issue fans 
may tiave with the NBA is that 
the teams are built to win. In 
today’s NBA If a team does not 
have a “Big Three,” their chances 
of making it deep in the playoffs 
fall significantly. Think of all 
the super teams in the Iasi 17 
years: the 2000-02 Lakers with 
Kobe Bryant and Shaquille 
O’Neal, who won three straight 
championships; the 2007-2012 
Celtics with Paul Pierce, Kevin 
Garnett, Ray Allen and Rajon 
Rondo, winning one of their two 
appearances in the finals; the 
2010 Lakers with Kobe Bryant, 
Pau Gasol and Lamar Odom; 
and the 2010-2013 Miami Heat 
with LeBron James, Dwayne 
Wade and Chris Bosh, who 
made it to the finals all four years 
that LeBron was there and won 
two of their four attempts. This 
season, the Warriors, Cavs, and 
even the Spurs are ail very likely 
to reach their Conference Finals, 


the first school to win three 
out of the five matches wins 
tire contest. UTMs teams will 
be freshmen Macy Catlett and 
Hannah Phillips, juniors Rachel 
Noffsinger and Hayley Gray, 
juniors Jemima Idemudia and 
Macy Reigelsperger and junior 
Kelly Lean and senior Saphyra 
Coombs-James. Senior Sarah 
Shaw, who is also a member of 
the team, will not participate in 
the matches due to an illness. 

Tire team’s platers and coaches 
are optimistic tor a good season, 
Beach volleyball is fairly new to 
college athletics, but has been a 
last-growing sport since its start 


and a huge reason is because 
they are lo aded with superstars. 

Competition is what interests 
people in sports. It is what 
makes it exciting to watch. 
When a small handful of teams 
art allowed to dominate a sport, 
the competition is no longer 
there. College basketball is more 
of a group e ffort. Teams are built 
from years of recruiting and 
players sticking around. 

There are, of course, exceptions 
to this even in college, though. A 
couple of examples include the 
2012 Kentucky and die 2015 
Duke Championship teams, 
which were dominant forces 
because of the big names they 
had. The 2015 Duke team won 
with three of their best players 
being freshmen. Hie college 
game has evolved over die years, 
and sometimes a team can win it 
all after a single offseason with 
sortie very talented freshmen 
coming in, but more often in 
college, championships are won 
by strength of upperclassmen or 
experienced players. Trying to 
give examples of teams like this 
would be futile, because this is 
most often the ease and there ait 
too many instances to point out. 

Because the NBA playoffs are 


The first Division I NCAA 
beach volleyball championship 
tournament was held last year. 
Moreover, Jacksonville State was 
the first member of die Ohio 
Valley Conference to officially 
sponsor a beach volleyball team. 

UTM will not be the only 
school to join Jacksonville State 
in OVC beach volleyball this 
year. Austin Peay and Morchead 
State also have instituted teams 
of their own for this spring. 

Tlie matches will be held at the 
Franklin Beach House, the onlv 
indoor beach volleyball arena in 
the Southeast. 


best of seven, the better ream 
almost always prevails. If the 
stronger team loses the first game 
in a series, there is no reason to 
panic because diey have many 
more chances to come out on 
top. Ici die NCAA Tournament, 
however, it is win or go home. 
The first week of die tournament 
begins with 64 teams, and by die 
end of the weekend it is weeded 
down to 16. The next weekend 
begins with 16 and ends with 
four. This means that the stakes 
could not be higher in tlie 
tournament, and upsets, however 
big, happen every year. Notable 
upsets in recent tournaments 
include tlie 15 seed Florida Gulf 
Coast beating number two seed 
Georgetown in the first round in 
2013, and just last year when 15 
seed MTSU defeated two seed 
Michigan State, who many had 
pinned to win die whole thing, 
in a bracket-busting game. 

Tlie NBA is a business, as 
is the NCAA, but the NBA 
dominance by these super teams 
and their far less risky play-offs 
(but granted, more lair) could 
be what makes the NCAA 
Tournament a more appealing 
venue to many sports fans. 



Friday, March 17, 

6 p.m. - at Southeast 
Missouri 

Saturday, March 18, 
2 p.m. - al Southeast 
Missouri 



Friday, March 17, 

4 p.m. - Western Illinois 
Saturday, March 18, 
12:30 p.m. - Samford 
Saturday, March 18, 

3 p.m. - Western Illinois 
Sunday, March 19, 

12:30 p.m. - Samford 
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Saturday, March 18, 
2 p.m. - al Eastern 
Kentucky 
Friday, March 24, 

2 p.m, - Belmont 
Saturday, March 25, 
2 p,m. - Tennessee 
Stale 



Friday, March 24, 

TEA - UEC Champi¬ 
onships (at Delaware 
State) 

Saturday, March 25, 
TBA - UEC Champ¬ 
ionships (at Delaware 
State) 



Thursday, March 30, 
TBA - at Arkansas- 
Monlieello 
Thursday, April 6, 
7:30 p.m. - 49th An¬ 
nual UTM Spring 
College Rodeo 


- COLUMN - 

Contrasting two roads to championship 
























Pitch k^(^new business idea! 

' Ove<t 45,000 m MXtey, 


Skyhawk Venture Challenge Competition 


“Pitch Night 


on March 30 at 6 p.m. in Room ill 
in the Boling University Center. 

Submit your pitch summary by March 23J 


For Full Contest Rules, visit: 
utm.edu/departments/cbga/rules.php 




Contacts 




NWTN 

Angel Fund LLC 


ART 


Connect & Grow 

Hanhwfcii TN Fuel C*nl*f 


Launch Tennessee 


Dr. Tommy Cates 

Tom E. Hendrix Chair of Free 
Enterprise 

216A Business Building 
tcates@utm.edu 
(731)881-7228 


Dr. Joseph Mehlhorn 

Gilbert Parker Chair of Excellence 
254 Brehm Hall 
mehlho r n@u tm .e du 
(731)881-7275 




















